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Nanuet,  N.  Y.,  November  3d,  1898. 

The  present  State  campaign  oilers  to  the  voter,  the  citizen,  who  wouid  do  his  whoie  duty  towards  the  Commonwealth,  who 
w lie  believing  that  State  issues  should  be  decided  solely  by  their  bearing  upon  the  welfare  of  the  State  and  who  finds  that:  — ’ 

Through  the  constitutional  provision  for  the  election  of  United  States  Senator  by  the  joint  action  of  the  State  Senate  and 
Assembly  to  be  chosen  next  week ; 

Through  the  duty  of  electing  representatives  to  Congress  and,  by  the  further  forcing  to  the  fore,  bvone  of  the  old  parties  and 
their  alm<«t  absolute  neglect  by  the  other,  of  National  issue^there  is  injected  into  the  campaign  a disturbing,  distracting  element 
which  while  separable  from  local  issues  so  far  as  Congress  is  concerned,  must  receive  most  careful  consideration. 

In  an  analysis  of  this  and  the  other  questions  involved  and  to.be  toirnhcd  upon  later,  I desire  to  state  that  as  a Democrat  in 

principle  and  for  principle  alone,  one  of  those  who  by  his  actions  in  the  ^t  has  shown  that  ••expediency”  has  no  pUce  in  his 
political  creed.  I consider  party  success  at  the  expense  of  principle  and  for  the  advancement  of  purely  persoual  intemsts  a detriment 
to  the  party,  a fraud  upon  the  people  and  a menace  to  the  welfare  of  the  Commonwealth. 

In  the  examination  of  the  probable  results  of  this  election  upon  national  issues  the  past  with  present  influences,  must  to  a 
large  extent  govern,  and  we  find: 

In  the  Democratic  party,  as  represented  in  Congress  a thorough  disregard  of  all  those  principles  transmitted  to  that  party  from 
Its  inception  to  the  present  day . Our  Senator  has  shown  himself  tO'W  closely  allied  with  the  Senators  • ‘ from  Havemeyer  ” • he  has 
thoroughly  misrepresented  the  Democracy  of  the  State  on  the  tariff  question  (vide  collars  and  cuffs)  and  his  endorsement’  of  the 
monetary  plank  of  the  Chicago  platform  by  his  vote  on  the  Teller  resolution.  His  sins  of  commission  and.  specially  of  omission 
make  him  a disgrace  to  the  State  and  show  him  to  be  absolutely  unfit  for  the  position  he  occupies.  And  yet  we  are  Isked  to  vote 
for  a State  Senate  and  Assembly,  which  is  now  pledged,  through  the  Democratic  machine  to  re-elect  this  same  man,  the  consort  of 
the  most  obnoxious  boss  the  party  has  ever  acknowledged,  and  to  continue  this  blot  upon  our  political  intelligence,  this  menace  to 
popular  government,  for  another  six  years.  The  State’s  Congressional  representation,  such  as  of  it  as  is  Democratic,  was  elected  under 
the  baneful  influence  of  the  Chicago  platform,  its  influence  upon  national  legislation  has  been  “ nil*’  and  promises  to  continue  so  or 

to  become  harmful,  as  the  State  convention  of  the  party  had  not  the  courage  either  to  affirm  or  reject  the  heresies  of  that  platform 

• and  must  therefore  acknowledge  the  same  as  the  highest  and  binding  expression  of  its  principles  and  policies. 

On  the  otjiier  hand,  the  Republican  party  asks  our  suffrages— for  what?  For  the  election  of  an  absolutely  boss-ridden  State 

Senate  and  Assembly,  in  order  that  some  subservient  tool  of  the  boss  may  represent  our  great  State  in  the  United  States  Senate 
and  that  his  candidates  for  Congressional  honors  may  perpetuate  the  economic  heresies  of  his  party,  may  continue  incite 
course  of  centralization,  its  building  up  of  preferred  classes,  its  disregard  o1  the  mandates  of  the  people,  its  maintenance  of  Dingleyism 
and  Algerism  and  the  inauguration  of  a policy  of  militant  imperialism,  which  the  fathers  of  our  country  considered  impossible  under 
our  form  of  government,  and  recognize  as  the  most  dangerous  menace  to  the  continuation  of  our  institutions.  We  are  to  be  trans- 
formed from  a self-respecting,  self-developing  people,  strong  in  the  consciousness  of  seeking  the  elevation  of  mankind,  in  teaching  man 
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and  through  him  the  masses,  to  govern  themselves,  the  development  of  individualism  in  its  highest  character;  powerful  in  the 
adaptation  and  application  of  that  great  fundamental  maxim  of  modern  civilization.  ‘'Do  unto  others  as  thou  wouldst  that  they  do 
unto  thee;”  we  are  to  be  transformed  into  a nation  of  landgrabbers,  of  pirates  among  the  feeble  and  weak  of  the  world,  seeking 
whom  we  may  devour  ; we  are  to  fling  to  the  winds,  as  far  as  others  are  concerned,  that,  in  the  progress  of  civilization,  fundamental 
principle,  that  no  Government  is  just,  righteous  and  deserving  of  continuity,  unless  established  by  and  with  the  consent  of  the  Gov- 
erned— we  are  to  become  a military,  an  aggressive  nation;  are  to  exchange  the  plough,  the  counting-house,  the  shop,  the  factory  and 
the  laboratory,  the  mills  and  the  mines  for  the  sword  and  Krag-Jurgeusen.  the  ten-inch  rifle  and  the  battleship,  all  of  them  ever  the 
break  upon  and,  eventually,  the  destroyer  of  civilization,  of  progress  and  of  individual  liberty — we  are  to  become  the  greatest  bully 
among  the  bullies  upon  earth. 

Again ; we  are  asked  to  sustain  the  Republican  party  as  the  champion  of  sound  money,  the  harbinger  of  prosperity.  Permit 
me  to  ask— where  has  the  Republican  party  shown  itself  as  such  ? Was  it  not  the  author  of  the  Sherman  Silver  Bill  and  all  of  our 
present  monetary  legislation  ? Under  pressure  from  its  Eastern  representatives  a declaration  fot  gold  and  against  silver  was  forced 
into  the  St.  Louis  platform,  notwithstanding  the  opposition  of  Mr.  McKinley,  his  friends  and  his  managers.  Solely  on  the  strength 
of  this  pledge  and  the  belief  in  its  sincerity  was  Mr.  McKinley  elected;  a special  session  of  Congress  was  called  and  instead  of  bowing 
to  the  mandates  of  the  people  instead  of  passing  that  legislation  demanded  and  absolutely  necessary  to  the  security  and  solidity  of 
the  commercial  life  of  the  nation,  McKinleyism  was  revived  in  Dingleyism  to  the  detriment  of  the  business  interests  of  the  country* 
Nothing  has  been  done  to  refonn  that  conglomerate  financial  mislegislation  now  on  our  statute  books  and  to  give  to  the  country  that 
sound  financial  system  for  which  the  business  men  have  been  praying,  working  and  voting.  The  recommendations  of  the  Indian- 
apolis Monetary  Convention,  that  aggregation  of  conscientious,  high-minded,  experienced  business  men,  desiring  but  the  financial 
welfare  of  the  country,  were  ridiculed  and  disregarded  and  nothing  absolutely  nothing  has  been  done  by  the  Republican  President 
and  Congress  to  remove  our  monetary  and  financial  system  from  the  possibility  of  the  baleful  influence  of  the  blighting  touch  of 
populism  and  the  free  silver  idiosyncrasy.  By  what  right  does  or  can  the  Republican  party  appeal  for  our  support  our  suffrages,  as 
the  party  of  sound  money  ? Upon  none  whatever.  It  has  defrauded  and  deceived  us  and  its  past  and  present  profession  are 
unworthy  of  credence. 

Where  then,  in  which  party,  can  an  honest  citizen  give  expressson  to  his  convictions  on  national  questions  ? One  of  them  is 
the’  silent  cowardly  adherent  of  the  greatest,  the  most  dangerous  political  heresies  this  century  has  yet  produced  for  the  govern- 
ment of  an  enlightened  and  free  country,  its  Congressional  candidates  are  pledged  thereto,  and  its  candidate  for  the  United  States 
Senate  is  an  unsound  and  incompetent  nonenity.  The  other,  besides  adhering  to  its  acknowledged  principles,  be  they  right  or 
wrong  has  added  thereto  rampart  imperialism  and  the  desire  for  a large  military  establishment  with  all  its  attendant  evils  while 
condoning  military  mismanagement,  if  not  worse,  and  denying  to  the  country  that  financial  security  to  bring  about  which  it  was 
pledged  and  placed  in  power. 

Verily,  a Scilla  and  Charybdis,  the  maelstrom  of  one  or  the  other  of  which  must  engulf  our  votes , for  there  is  no  other 
resource , no  haven  of  refuge , battle  as  we  may.  To  this  end  boss-ridden  politics  and  the  mistaken  system  of  Senatorial  election  have 
brought  us. 

Our  State  interests  are  menaced  by  largely  the  same  conditions.  Both  parties  are  to-day  primarily  the  exponents  of  one  man 
power,  that  contemptible  perversion  of  a government  by  the  people,  of  the  people  and  for  the  people,  to  a government  by  the  boss, 
of  the  boss  and  most  emphatically  for  the  boss,  and  the  people  be  d d. 

Here  again  we  find  democracy,  so-called,  but  a sham  and  delusion.  The  party  has  reared  its  idols,  worships  its  “golden 
calf”  and  is  preparing  for  the  State  the  way  to  civil  and  political  purgatory.  To  illustrate  what  boss  rule  in  the  Democratic  party 
can  accomplish  in  the  State  and  this  city,  I neei  only  refer  to  the  attempted  “Maynard  outrage ;”  the  denouement  of  the  Tweed  regime, 
the  civic  rottenness  revealed  by  the  I .exow  investigation  (and  to  the  shame  of  the  investigators  and  their  republican  sponsors  be  it  said, 
the  actual  heads  of  all  this  disgraceful,  disgusting  rottenness  were  never  exposed  to  the  public  gaze);  to  the  shameless,  brazen  attempt 
to  control  the  judiciary  of  the  city  and,  naturally  later  the  State  and  to  the  actual  condition  of  New  York  City  at  the  present  day. 
This  city  is  to  day  run  “ wide  open ;”  vice  in  all  its  most  debauching  and  degrading  forms  has  again  raises  “her  protected ” head  in 
all  parts  of  the  city  under  the  very  nose  and  before  the  “closed  eyes  of  the  police”.  The  Raines  law,  that  infamous  product  of  spe- 
cial legislation  and  taxation,  that  breeder  of  iniquities,  is  enforced  only  on  a “paying”  basis;  gambling  hells  policy  shops,  dance 
halls  and  vile  exhibitions  in  theatres,  surpassing  anything  ever  dared  to  be  shown  by  the  most  desrraded  Oriental  nations,  are  in  full 
blasts  before  the  doors  of  Tammany  Hall,  and  all,  the  boss  says,  without  a cent  of  “revenue”,  I would  call  it  blackmail  and  blood 
money,  to  Tammany.  “ Tell  that  to  the  Marines  ”,  but  not  to  the  citizens  of  New  York,  they  have  had  their  education  and  they  may 
be  complacent  and  even  cringent  under  the  heel  of  the  all-powerful  boss,  but  they  are  not  fools.  This  is  but  a faint  description  of 
Tammany  boss-rule  in  New  York  city.  What  will  it  be  when  once  in  control  of  the  State,  a verdant  field,  rich  in  possibilities  and 
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pportunities,  an  Empire  ready  for  the  exploitation  of  a merciless,  shameless,  mercenary  gang,  utterly  devoid  of  all  principle,  all  con- 
ception of  right,  of  justice  and  of  decency.  Well  may  we  shudder  at  the  prospect. 

t,  in  utter  disgust,  reverse  the  scene  and  study  the  other  side  dispassionately,  critically.  Here  again  we  find  the  machine, 
e man  power,  vhich  has  bartered  and  sold  our  rights  and  privileges  to  the  highest  corporate  bidders;  which  has  placed  its  most 

p ous  henchmen  in  positions  of  trust  and  power;  which  has  filched  from  our  pockets  our  hard-earned  taxes,  under  systematic 

p tali  n,  to  squander  them  by  the  million  upon  its  favorites  for  the  purpose  of  maintaining  its  supremacy;  which  has  placed 

a out  our  necks  the  collar  of  a force  bill  and  iniquitous  primary,  election  and  ballot  laws;  which  dare  not  father  the  attempted  self- 

justihcation  of  its  accused  satellites ; which  gave  us  the  iniquitous  Raines  law,  heretofore  mentioned,  thereby  saddling  upon  our  cities, 

by  force  of  legislation  and  attendant  circumstances,  the  opportunity  for  a mental  and  moral  degradation  such  as  no  civilized  state 

as  ever  eretofore  experienced,  simply  for  the  purpose  of  gaining  lucrative  positions  for  its  henchmen  and  dependents;  which  would 

orce  upon  us,  for  its  own  salvation,  the  endorsement  of  that  militant  imperialistic  policy  and  its  results  which  I have  already  described ; 

and  which  calls  for  our  approbation  of  its  policy  on  the  monetary  question  when  it  has  never  so  much  as  raised  a finger  to  meet  the 
obligations  incurred  by  it  in  the  last  campaign . 

Are  these  plain  unvarnished  statements  o(  facts  not  apalling.  actually  discouraging  to  the  lover  of  his  country,  his  State  and  ' 
his  system  of  government. 

Both  parties  are,  as  we  have  seen,  under  the  sway  and  at  the  command  of  their  respective  bosses,  each  exercising  his  autocra- 
tic  dominion  contrary  to  all  of  our  ideas  of  right,  justice  and  the  spirit  of  our  constitution,  each  a standing  menace  to  our  rights  our 
iberty  and  our  freedom.  The  incumbent  of  any  office  within  the  gift  of  the  people,  be  he  ever  so  honest  or  well  disposed,  is  power- 
less, and  the  present  State  administration  furnishes  an  excelieut  example  of  the  impotence  of  its  chief  executive,  when  the  SUte 
legislature  is  under  the  control  of  the  boss,  a condition  which  is  certain  of  repetition.-be  the  results  of  this  election  what  they  may. 

The  nominees  of  one  or  the  other  of  the  old  parties  are  certain  of  election.  The  defeat  of  one  boss  by  casting  our  suffrages 
in  favor  of  the  other  is  as  experience  has  repeatedly  shown,  a useless  experiment,  and  the  conditions  on  either  side  are  equally  dis- 
couraging, not  to  say  disgusting  while  the  apparently  defeated  autocrat  finds  his  full  recompense  in  the  time-worn,  oft-repeated 
solace  of  dickering  and  bartering  with  his  triumphant  opponent. 

Again,  the  purification,  the  regeneration  of  either  party  from  withinitself,  underparty  machinery  as  now  constructed,  is  an 
absolute  impossibUity.  The  attempt  has  been  made  time  and  again,  to  result  only  in  absoiute  failure,  and  we  can  therefore  expect 
neither  the  purification  of  party  standards  and  principlesnor  theelevation  of  our  State  government  to  that  pinnacleof  civilized  modem 

perfection  commensurate  with  the  moral,  educational  and  material  advancement  of  our  people,  until  there  has  been  injected  into 
political  life  an  all-powerful,  deeply  penetrating  leaven,  such  as  will,  through  its  disintegrating  force,  stir  to  the  bottom  of  their 
vei7  loathesomeness  these  vile  political  conglomerations,  which  is  now  the  bane  and  curse  of  our  State. 

To  accomplish  this  purpose  the  Citizens  Union,  conscious  of  the  righteousness  of  its  cause,  the  soundness  of  its  principles 
and  the  disinterestedness  of  its  leaders  and  candidates,  enters  the  lists  with  the  followin<^  ticket, 


For  Governor, 
THEODORE  BACON. 

For  Comptroller, 
THOMAS  E.  KINNEY, 


For  Lieut.  Governor, 
THOMAS  M.  OSBORNE. 

For  Treasurer, 
EDMUND  H.  TITCHENER. 

For  Engineer  and  Surveyor, 
GEORGE  E.  WARING,  jR. 


For  Secy  State, 
OREN  E.  WILSON. 

For  Att'y  General, 
FREDERIC  W.  HINRICHS. 


and  carries  the  fightintotheranksof  the  enemy.  It  will  ever  press  it  to  an  issue,  in  this  as  well  as  in  future  campaigns,  until 
bossism,  with  all  its  inherent  evils,  is  relegated  to  that  so  richly  deserved  purgatory  of  political  oblivion,  and  the  voice  of  each 
individual  citizen  shall  again  have  its  full  weight  and  influence  in  the  councils  of  our  State  and  municipalities.  It  represents: 

Permanent  and  energetic  opfxisition  to  boss  rule ; 

Honest  men  for  oflice  and  honest  business  methods  in  government  service ; 

Civil  service  reform  as  a basis,  and  restoration  and  enforcement  of  civil  service  laws; 

Reform  of  our  State  system  of  taxation ; 

Home  rule; 
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Amendments  to  our  primary,  ballot  and  electioji  laws  so  that  the  franchise  can  be  fairly  exercised  by  all;  and  ’ 

The  election  of  United  States  Senators  direct  by  the  people. 

In  performing  our  full  duty  to  our  fellow  citizens  and  offering  them  the  opportunity  of  maintaining  their  political  self-respect, 
of  rescuing,  in  time,  our  State  government  from  the  defiling,  debauching  grasp  of  irresponsible  political  despoilers  and  schemers, 
we  are  not  indulging  in  Utopian  dreams,  nor  seeking  the  inauguration  of  a political  millennium,  A vote  cast  for  our  ticket,  our 
candidates,  is  not  a vote  lost— far  from  this.  With  this  organization  on  a permanent,  lasting  basis,  such  as  it  now  has,  every  vote 
cast  for  its  ticket  represents  courageous,  manly  and  open  opposition  to  existing  conditions,  while  a vote  cast  for  either  one  of  the 
old  parties  cannot  in  the  slightest  degree  influence  either  boss,  but  must  tend  only  to  the  perpetuation  of  the  power  of  both.  The 
Citizens  Union  party  in  the  field,  and  it  is  here  to  stay,  can,  with  proper  support,  readily  and  easily  hold  the  balance  of  power  in 
the  state,  and  be  a standing  menace  to  the  success  of  any  and  all  political  autocrats;  a cursory  comparison  of  the  election  returns 
of  previous  years  will  show  how  easily  this  can  be  accomplished. 

Personally,  I would  venture  even  farther.  It  would  appear  to  me  that  both  .of  the  old  parties,  have,  in  a great  measure 
become  so  tainted  by  heretic,  impossible,  illogical,  harmful  and  positively  dangerous  tendencies,  that  a third  Slate  and  Kational 
party  will  be  absolutely  necessary',  if  the  careful,  honest,  conscientious  and  conservative  citizens  of  our  country,  those  who  believe 
that  in  our  system  of  government,  as  established  by  the  fathers  and  embodied  in  our  constitution,  lies  the  hope  for  our  greatest 
possible  mental,  physical  and  material  advancement  and  a guarantee  for  the  perpetuation  of  our  rights,  our  liberties,  our  personal 
freedom  and  a system  of  government,  for  the  realization  of  which  the  world;  has  longed  and  prayed,  centuries  upon  centuries.  If, 
to  defend  and  maintain  this,  a third  organization  has  been  found  necessary  ii^jthe  State,  its  success  will  be  but  a nucleus,  which 
will  unite  under  one  banner  for  the  nation’s  welfare,  with  other  kindred  or^nizations  striving  for  the  same  ends,  and  I therefore 
bespeak  your  hearty  and  manly  assistance  to  the  cause. 


Very  respectfully, 


ROBT.  A.  WIDENMANN 


